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had crushed the Persian Empire and taken possession
of most of the provinces of the Eastern Roman
Empire, from Syria to the farthest point of Mauri-
tania, The Empire of the Caliphate rose strong and
steadfast between Sind in the East and the Atlantic in
the West, extending to the north as far as the heart of
Anatolia. The object of the Islamic policy of con-
quest, since the establishment of the Muslim Empire,
had a more far-reaching aim than the annexation of
territories and dominating peoples. In the conquered
countries of the old world Islam faced established civil
and social institutions based on pagan or Christian
principles. Christianity had dominated the provinces
of the Roman Empire from the fourth century; the
Caliphate had to demolish this old edifice and to raise
on its ruins, in the conquered lands, new institutions
inspired by Islam, and to bend Christianity to the
domination of Islam, either by spreading Islam among
the conquered nations or submitting them, from the
civil and social points of view, to the spirit and
authority of Islam. This struggle between Islam and
Christianity was of a short duration in Syria, Egypt
and Africa ; in less than half a century Islam over-
whelmed these nations with its domination and
influence and strong and comprehensive Muslim
societies were formed among them. Thus the old
institutions and religions disappeared. The Caliphate
pushed its conquests to the farthest extremities of
Anatolia on the East, and crossed over to Spain on the
West. As for the East, Islam tried to penetrate into
the West through Constantinople, and the Caliphate
sent its huge armies and fleets more than once to the
capital of the Eastern Empire and besieged it twice as
already described. On every occasion in the siege of
Constantinople the forces of the Caliphate demons-
trated utmost persistence, determination and fortitude,
but they failed and withdrew exhausted and the
project of the Caliphate to conquer the West from